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Trafford Young People linking with Oceania teams for 2012

By Phil Weller, Sale Grammar School

In a beautiful blend of the world’s best athletic prowess and Trafford’s finest youngsters, the real magic of London 2012, the legacy, is unfolding in the North West.

What the world is unaware of is the value of the North West to the 2012 games and just what exactly it is bringing to the table.  Some of the world’s most prolific athletes will be sweating it out here on North West soil.  The world renowned and to many, feared, Australian Swimming Team will be training in Manchester, bringing the sunshine and the Olympic spirit with them.  Liverpool is playing host to boxing talent from nations such as Samoa, Tonga and the Cook Islands.

A grand total of 16 Oceania countries will be training in the North West between now and July 2012.  This includes the Beach Volleyball Team from officially the world’s most beautiful country-Vanuatu who will be getting their beach out in Crewe, quite literally!  A man made beach has been erected for the athletes on a farm in Crewe.

So where do Trafford’s youngsters come in?

The Reporters’ Academy is an Aimhigher media project run by young people from schools in Trafford.  It has an international ‘arm’, The Reporters’ Academy Inspired!  which is an official London 2012 Inspire Mark project.  These young people from our local schools will be there every step of the way, side by side with the athletes, their backroom staff and their families. “Where the youth produce” is their message.

The Reporters’ Academy is planning to provide a dedicated media presence in the form of a student attached to each of the 16 teams who are training in the North West.  Each young person is to provide content and link up with media outlets in the UK and Oceania.  They will tell the stories of the athletes, their cultures and successes from London 2012.

This will start next month and be ongoing through all the training camps and throughout the London 2012 Olympics and Paralympics.

Glyn McGuire, Trafford’s Aimhigher Coordinator, is hugely excited by the prospect of Trafford’ young people being up close and personal with the Olympics:  “It’s a fantastic opportunity...you can’t get much closer to the Olympics.  This is a real opportunity to develop skills using work opportunities and placements as well as adding to a young person’s CV.  Effectively, they will be telling the Olympic stories of these nations.”

He isn’t however, the only person singing their praises for the project.  2012 Athletic Representative, World Champion and Olympic Gold medal winner for the Triple Jump, Jonathon Edwards had plenty to jump up and down about.  “The training camp scheme is a great one... the idea is very powerful... there’ll be a real buzz around Manchester [and the rest of the Northwest]

“I went on training camps before Olympic Games and it was great to see the inspirational effect it had on young people and the entire local population.” 

It is clear that this project is vital in terms of rousing community spirit in the North West, making people feel close to the games and especially the young crew members who will be working alongside the teams.

The project is already well under way, with the young crew and producers making their mark, with a piece recently aired on Oceania TV.  These pieces will touch on such things as the preparation for the games, the athletes’ opinions on the North West and also, just how the athletes are coping living away from their home and their loved ones.  So watch this space as Trafford’s youth send their work around the world in what is an unbelievable experience for these young people. 

So, the main show with all its glitz and glamour may be held mainly in London, but the Olympic spirit has broken free from the East End and has made its way up here.  The Reporters’ Academy has embraced this spirit with open arms.  Day by day, these young media producers are having the times of their lives as the world’s best athletes strut their stuff right before their eyes while creating links with local schools and beaming their reports across the world.

If you or your school are interested in being involved with The Reporters’ Academy or indeed, linking into the London 2012 North West Training Camps, please contact: 

Glyn McGuire, Trafford Aimhigher Coordinator, Children and Young People’s Service, glynmcguire@studylancs.com
Get Set News
Trafford update

76 schools have registered with Get Set. Six of these have now gone the extra mile and joined the Get Set network. They are Altrincham Grammar School for Boys, Altrincham College of Arts, Broadoak School, Flixton Girls’ High School, Lostock College and Willows Primary School.
Image bank
Download hundreds of exclusive Olympic and Paralympic images for free in the Get Set image bank. They're great for assemblies, presentations and brightening up your London 2012 displays. 

View the images

Values certificates
Recognise your students for living the Olympic and Paralympic Values. Download these Get Set certificates and raise the profile of the Values within your school community. 

Download the certificate
	Could your students help power an athlete to success at London 2012?

	We are challenging students to create healthy meals that could be on the menu in the Athletes' Village at Games time!

There are different categories for different age groups: 

Primary students are being challenged to create a meal with an international flavour. 

Secondary students need to create two dishes: one which is inspired by the UK; and another which is international in flavour.

Special schools students should create a meal inspired by the UK.  

Finalists will be invited to a national final and will be asked to present their ideas to a panel of judges. The deadline for entries is Friday 10 June 2011.

Watch the film and find out more



	New games and a film featuring Wenlock and Mandeville!

	
You can make your own customised version of Wenlock and Mandeville with a new interactive make your mascot game. 

You can also follow the mascots on the next chapter of their journeys around the UK by watching Adventures on a Rainbow. The screen play is based on a story written by Michael Morpurgo and it shows the mascots meeting sports men and women such as Tom Daley and Shanaze Reade and exploring the places after which they are named, Much Wenlock and Stoke Mandeville. 

To help you make the most of the new film, we have some new resources to share with you!

Watch the animated film 
Download the assembly resources


	There are lots of resources on Get Set for all age groups. Search through to find the resources that are best for your students using the resource search tool.
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	Search for resources now


Welcome to the Primary Schools Communication Triathlon - where everyone wins

The Communication Triathlon – a series of fun activities devised by experts to help improve Thinking, Talking and Teamwork during a special day or week-long event.

· Register for your free activity pack 

· Find out more about the Communication Triathlon 

· Find out how to run your event 

· Find out how to involve parents
Send us your ideas and feedback for the chance to win a visit by a London 2012 hopeful to your school to meet and greet your pupils. 

· Notify the press of your event. 
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A message from Lord Coe, Chairman of the London Organising Committee of the Olympic and Paralympic Games.
"The vision of the winning London bid was to put young people at the heart of the Olympic and Paralympic Games. We aim to inspire children and young people through the power of the Games, and education is at the heart of how we are delivering on this promise. Communication is vital in all walks and at all stages of life, and I'm delighted that through this project teachers will be able to use the excitement of London 2012 to develop their students' communication skills and promote the Olympic and Paralympic Values. I hope that you enjoy being part of it."
The Communication Triathlon shares: The Olympic Values of Respect, Excellence and Friendship and The Paralympic Values of Courage, Determination, Inspiration and Equality
Get involved in London 2012 now!

Schools which take part in Communication Triathlon can receive an official London 2012 Plaque and Certificate by joining the Get Set network. You’ll also have the right to use the London 2012 education logo on your signage, stationery and online. You will also be in with a chance of winning exclusive rewards like tours of the Olympic Park and visits from athletes. Find out more at www.london2012.com/getset.

The School Games is a new and exciting way for

all young people to get involved in competitive

school sport.

Getting everyone involved

No matter what their experience, talent or ability, the School Games will be open to all young people. With competitions available at intra-school, inter-school and county/area level, there is a place for everyone. The School Games are also designed to complement existing initiatives in your school which encourage a wide range of young people to participate in sport – such as Change4Life Sports Clubs.

The competition ladder
Young people should be able to progress in competitive school sport and the School Games provides the connectivity to achieve this. It provides opportunities for young people to start off in intra-school competitions and then progress to the next level to take part in inter-school competitions. From there, if a team or individual qualifies, the next step is competing at a county/area level at a School Games Festival. At this point young athletes may be recognised by National Governing Bodies of Sport and could go on

to compete at Level 4 - the national multi-sport event.

Using the excitement of sport and London 2012
The School Games is a new approach to school sport designed to motivate and enthuse all young people. Using the unique power and energy of London 2012, now is the time to inspire everyone to take part! Our young people expect and deserve the best – this means an approach to competitive school sport that is exciting, well presented, offers a wide variety of sports

and which gives other opportunities for students to get involved through cultural activities, organisation, officiating or volunteering.

Choosing your sports
The School Games will include as many sports as possible (around 30 in the first year) and guidance will be provided on competition formats for all age groups at both intra- and interschool levels to assist the development of young people in those sports. What sports will you choose to have as intra-school competitions? Your choice of sports will depend on what facilities, equipment and expertise amongst teaching staff are available, as well as school tradition or whether you choose to follow an Olympic or Paralympic theme. Additionally, how are you going to involve the school’s students in the decisions? As young people will be the ones taking part in the competitions, they should play a significant role in coordinating and organising the programme. In the year leading into our Olympic and Paralympic Games, you might decide that your school will enter teams into School Games competitions in some of the many Olympic and Paralympic Sports. The School Games will provide you with information and guidance on how to compete in as many sports as possible, so make the most of this opportunity to inspire your students and get them competing for your school.

Further information will be added to www.yourschoolgames.com  Once you register you will receive email updates to keep you informed.

Your Olympic ‘Good News’ Stories
Please send any of your good news stories linked to the Olympics to ken.bold@trafford.gov.uk The deadline for inclusion in the next newsletter is Friday 10 June.
